Second Official Opening Of 389 Richmond Road, Westboro 480
7 April 1979 after the renovations & addition to the upper floor

A photo album shows that the Ottawa Police Pipe Band provided the music for the parade. However, places for
3 photos, seemingly of the band in the parade, are empty in the album.

An article in the Ottawa Citizen announces the “Legion re-opening”:
“The Nepean branch of the Royal Canadian Legion will celebrate the official re-opening of its hall at
391 Richmond Rd. on Saturday.
Ceremonies include a parade at 1:30 p.m. from the corner of Tweedsmuir and Byron avenues to the
hall for a ribbon-cutting ceremony. A dance will be held in the evening.
A $140,591 Wintario grant was awarded to the Legion branch for extensive renovations to the hall”.
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Robinsons
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bldg. changes
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Official Opening
in 1974

The building at 389-391
Richmond Rd after
renovations & addition to
top floor finished for 2
Official Opening April 1979.

The only photo of the
Ottawa Police Pipeband
leading the parade in the
album.




Album: “Are you here?”

No names given in the album
for marchers seen here.
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No names given in the album
for people seen here after the

march.
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Newswest newspaper, April 1979 had this write-up:

-Newswest, April, 1979

E egion’s Nepean Branch

renovated hall on April 7

By Paul Rodway

On April 7 the west-end Legion
branch, Nepean 480, in Westboro
Village, will officially open its reno-
vated premises, complete with a
parade led by the Ottawa Police
Band.

The cost of the improvements
which included structural changes
at the first floor level and extension
of the upstairs area was met partly
by a $140,000 Wintario grant. The
second floor now contains a games
room and two lounges and is the
heart of the social side of the
branch. A large community room on
the first floor has been made more
appealing by removal of some of
the pillars which obstructed the
room previously, and is often rented
out for bingo nights, weddings and
other social occasions.

The Legion's character has

changed over the half century the
organization has been in existence.
Founded in the mid-'20s as an am-
algamation of several veterans
groups, the Legion is now getting
away from the battlefield image and
moving towards being a community
service organization, says Nepean
branch official Frank Goudie. The
Legion’s main object is still to look
after ex-servicemen and their de-
pendents. But a secondary concern

- is to help the community in general,

to extend helping hands to any citi-
zens in need, he says.

“The legion qualified for the
Wintario grant, because of the
community work the branch does,”
he says.

The branch puts on dances for
the handicapped, helps local sen-
iors, and is deeply involved with
youth groups like the Laroche Park

New look to the Legion Hall.

480 to op;a

Sports  Association. Money for
these activities comes from mem-
bership dues, dances, raffles and
from the bar and canteen in the
branch, he says.

Membership extended

The Legion has several mem-
bership categories. Ordinary mem-
bership is open to any person who
has served in the forces and has
had an honorable discharge. In-
cluded as ordinary members are
those who have served at least two
years inthe RCMP or the Reserves.
In the 1970s, to help bring in new
blood, associate membership was
extended to sons and daughters of
members.

Animportant role in fundraising is
played by the Ladies' Auxiliary
which consists of members’ wives
and widows. Including the auxiliary,
the Nepean Branch has some 600
members.

Organizing poppy sales is an
area-wide affair and money raised
by the campaign is used to help
ex-servicemen and their families,
for instance in providing specially
equipped mobile vans for transport-
ing the handicapped and TV sets
for veterans in the hospitals.

The women’s auxiliary and the
ordinary members regulary visit the
sick.

“I got the biggest kick last
Christmas when we went to the mili-
tary hospital with gifts and to sing
carols,” Mr. Goudie says. When the
elevator doors opened the visitors
saw a sea of smiling faces. The men
hadn’t been able to wait and had
wheeled their way to the elevators#j
to greet the Legion members.




In “Communique to Ottawa West from Reuben Baetz, M.P.P.” & Minister of Culture & Recreation, dated March
1979, under the heading of Lottery Statistics & subheading Who benefits:

e .

The newly-renovated Legion Hall on Richmond Road
will be officially opened in April. Legions are
playing inereasingly important service roles in
Ontario communities, and the Ministry of Culture
and Recreation was pleased to contribute $140,000
to the renovation of the Ottawa West Hall.
Squaring up the President's plaque for the
opening are Danny Morrison, Ernie Timms and
Charles Glendon.



WELCOMING COMMITTEE at 2" Opening Ceremonies

Hon. Reuben Baetz, M.P.P.

Zone Commander Ken Kirk

Auxiliary Zone Commander Marg Featherstone
Branch President Ted Bonnar

Auxiliary President Madeline Leblanc
Comrade Charlie Bradley

A Past President Reg Barrett
Ceremony Chairman Bert Wilson
Comrades Bob Lepage, Ted Barrett

DEDICATION CEREMONY

Father G.F. Donegan
Reverend E.E. Green




GRAND OPENING OF CHAIRLIFT AT 480
This newspaper clipping shows the Opening being held on May 5%, but not the year.

- Handicapped visitors to Nepean
Branch 480 of the Royal Canadian Le-
gion can now reach greater heights.
The branch at 389 Richmond Rd.
-~ has raised $5,000 through raffles,
dances and- bir%gos. to buy a chairlift for
its hall. : -
The pulley-type lift is installed on the
stairway and handicapped Legion mem-
bers and visitors to the hall can now

— - - -

Legion Nepean Branch 480 gets a lift

+ meeting place.

ride to the second floor. > 2

Also benefiting from the chairlift will
be area senior citizens who have been
invited to use the Legion hall as a

Community programs organizer John
Wood said his branch is the first in
Eastern Ontario to install such a chair-
lift; grand opening of the chairlift will
be May 5. 5 : phers

This brings congratulations
And the best of wishes, too
That all your future
hopes and plans

Will turn out well for you

LARRY KEEN
1st VICE PRESIDENT
ONTARIO COMMAND

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION



